
St. John Of the Desert Melkite Catholic Church 
3718 E. Greenway Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85032 

Phone: (602) 787-4787    Fax: (602) 795-4752    Emergency: (602) 284-0040 - (623) 297-2958    

Very Rev. Father Peter Boutros – Pastor / FrPeter@Typicon.com 

Rev. Father Zyad Abyad - Associate Pastor / FrZyad@icloud.com 

Rev. Deacon Marion Rimmer / marionmrimmer@mail.com  

Kh. Simone Boutros / Simone@Typicon.com    Kh. Jocelyn Abyad / jabyad@gmail.com 

Financial Updates 

Attendance: 85; Collection of February 26, 2023 

 * Tithe: $1,481.00* Paypal: $0  

Stole Offering $10.00 * Coffee Collection: $55.00  

*Candles: $305.00 *  Flowers $0 * Bulletin Ad: $0  

* Building Fund: $50.00 * Other: $0 

*   Income Needed Weekly: $1,853.00 

Upcoming Events– Mark your Calendar 

Ladies Guild: March 19, 2023 Following the Liturgy 

Men’s Group: April 23, 2023 Following the Liturgy 

Family Catechesis: April 2, 2023 @ 9:30 am 

Byzikids Co-Op: April 14, 2023 @ 9:00 am 

Women at the Well: March 17, 2023 @ 9:30 am 

Crafty Ladies: April 5, 2023 @ 10:30 am 

Faith Foundations:  April 15, 2023 @ 5:00 pm 

This Week’s Liturgy and Prayer Intentions 

For the Health & Salvation of Samir Hattar by Nadia Hattar 

For the Health & Salvation of Afaf ElGhishan by Nijoud Khoury 

For the Repose of the Soul of Khalil Kamal Hattar by Iraz Hattar & Family 

For the Repose of the Soul of  Joe Abyad by Youssef & Deema Kardouh 

For the Repose of the Soul of  Joe Abyad by Kay Wiskirchen 

For the Repose of the Soul of  Joe Abyad by John & Mary Nasser 

For the Repose of the Soul of  Farha Ishak by Ibtisam & Milad Ishak & Family 

For the Repose of the Soul of  Joe Abyad by Arlette Khouzam 

For the Repose of the Soul of  Genevieve Gedeon by Loretta & Augie Deluca 

For the Repose of the Soul of  George Bitar by Dunia Bitar 

For the Repose of the Soul of  Richard Stahley 

Please pray for the sick:  May our prayers bring healing and hope to those in our community 
who are sick, especially: George Ishak, Milad Ishak, Joyce Rimmer, Claudine Said, Jacques Rainis, 
Fadia Ishaq, Nabil Gharfeh, Mark Loegering, Arlette Khouzam, Nicholas Baiad, Marilyn Baiad,  
Samir Hattar, Zaina Ward, & Elie Abou Eid (Names remain on the prayer list for six weeks, please 
call the parish office to add any names.) 

mailto:jabyad@gmail.com


 God wants you to be happy… Above all, God 

wants you to be happy. Perfect happiness, though, 

can never come from the finite things of this world. 

They are as ephemeral as the wind. As St. Augustine 

said, God alone can make you truly happy, and your 

heart will not rest until it rests in him. 

 Therefore, my brethren, whom I love and long 

for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my 

beloved.… Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. 

The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes 

all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, 

whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 

these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of 

peace will be with you.   

(Philippians 4:1, 4–9) 

 In God's presence consider...Do I willingly confide to God the desires of my heart? Do I 

trust that he will only and always do what is best for me? Do I try to control everything in my life 

or do I trust in him?  

 Closing prayer...Lord, how good and generous you are to me! You created me out of love 

because you desire my eternal happiness. You give me all that I need to respond lovingly to your 

plan for my life. Strengthen my desire to say “Yes” to you. Please be patient with me.  

This Week’s Events  

Wednesday, March 8  7:00pm Pre Sanctified Liturgy 

Friday, March 10  7:00pm Akathist Hymns 

Saturday, March 11  5:00pm Vespers & Potluck Meal 

    Followed by Faith Foundations 

Sunday, March 12  10:20am Divine Liturgy   

    followed by Coffee Hour  

    & Men’s Group 
    +Joe Abyad, Samir Hattar   

    4:00pm Lenten Healing Service 





From the desk of Bishop Francois Beyrouti... 

RE: Relief for February 8, 2023, Earthquake in Turkey and 

Syria. 

 

"I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

visited me, I was in prison and you came to me"  

(Matthew 25:35-36). 

 

In light of the recent earthquake in Syria and Turkey that 

now has claimed over 33,000 lives, we extend our prayers 

to all the families who have lost loved ones. In our customary Melkite Catholic compassion and generosity, we 

would like to pray and offer financial assistance to the people who have been most affected by the 

earthquake. 

 

If you would like to make a donation to assist those who have lost loved ones, have been injured, or had their 

property damaged or destroyed, you may mail a donation to the address below. The check may be made out 

to: "Diocese of Newton" with the memo: "Earthquake Relief." 

 

You may also make online donations at:  

www.melkite.org/donate 

Please specify: "Earthquake relief." 

 

It has been customary for us during Great Lent to offer an opportunity for charitable giving through our 

Melkite Catholic Diocese of Newton's, Shepherd's Care. This year, all money donated through Shepherd's Care 

will be given for Earthquake Relief. 

 

Summary:  

-Checks payable to "Diocese of Newton" 

-Category: Earthquake Relief 

-Online: www.melkite.org/donate 

-Note Earthquake Relief 

 

With my prayers and appreciation for your generosity, 

 

Bishop François Beyrouti 

Diocese of Newton for the Melkite Catholic Church in the United States of America 

3 VFW Pkwy 

West Roxbury, MA 02132 

Melkite.org 



Ladies Guild 
This group is the glue that holds our Parish together! Our Ladies meet once a month on the third Sunday of the month. 
They plan, review and coordinate our celebrations and social activities including fund raising for the maintenance and 

sustenance of the Body of Christ. They promote hospitality and respond to the requests of the Parish.  
(Leader: Karen Taliaferro, email krupprecht@gmail.com) 

Men’s Group 
This group meets once a month on the second Sunday of the month. They advise the Pastor on pastoral,  

spiritual, financial and maintenance matters. (Leader: John Nasser, email johnknasser@gmail.com) 
Family Catechesis at St. John of the Desert 

We are called to guide our children on the path towards Christ. On the first Sunday of each month, following the Divine 
Liturgy, both children and parents receive religious instruction.  (Leaders: All Clergy and Educators.) 

Byzikids Home Educators Group 
This is an Eastern Christian homeschool Co-Op which seeks to provide support and encouragement to families as they 

live out their faith. They meet on the first Friday of each month to support each other, pray, and share crafts and 
activities that enrich our homeschool education. (Leader: Kh. Jocelyn, email jabyad@gmail.com) 

Women at the Well 
This group meets on the third Friday of every month.  Women of all ages gather to discuss a spiritual reflection and 

support each other. (Leader: Kh. Jocelyn, email jabyad@gmail.com) 
Crafty Ladies 

The Crafty Ladies gather once a month to work together and create their beautiful lap blankets. Those blankets are 
donated to organizations such as Madonna House, nursing homes, St. Vincent de Paul, etc. They meet on the first 

Wednesday of each month. They conclude their gathering by going out together for lunch.  
(Leader:     Kh. Simone, email simone@typicon.com) 

Society of Publicans 
This is a prayer group that dedicates themselves to pray for the intentions of our Parish, the intentions of our Diocese, 

and our sister Churches in the United States. A weekly email is sent to the members of this group.  
(Leader: Deacon Marion, email marionmrimmer@mail.com) 

The Mystery of Repentance, Holy Confession, is offered the First Sunday of each month at 9:30am or at your 

request before or after any Liturgical Service. 

MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING - Members registered at St. John of the Desert and attend the Divine Liturgy at least 
three weekends each month, participate in the community life of the parish and contribute generously of their time, 
talent and treasure. 

MYSTERIES OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION (Baptism, Chrismation, Eucharist) - Expectant parents should contact the 
pastor prior to the birth of the child. The priest can come to pray over the baby and mother in the days after birth. 
After forty days, Churching Prayers welcome the baby for the first time and the mother back to Church. To request the 
Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism), parents must be members in good standing and attend baptism preparation with the 
godparents. At least one Godparent must be a member in good standing of a Melkite Church. The other Godparent 
may be a Catholic or Orthodox Christian in good standing. 
 
MYSTERY OF HOLY CROWNING - Couples who wish to be married at St. John of the Desert must be members in good 
standing. They should contact the pastor prior to making any other arrangements and at least six months prior to the 
desired date. They will need to complete our marriage preparation program. The Byzantine wedding ceremony begins 
in the narthex of the Church and does not feature the father walking the daughter down the main aisle. The couple 
approaches the Holy Mystery together as equals. There are no vows exchanged in the Byzantine Crowning ceremony. 
 
MYSTERY OF HOLY CONFESSION - You may go to confession before or after most services in the Church. To make an 
appointment for confession, please call the office. 
 
MYSTERY OF HOLY ANOINTING - Upon the request of the ill person or his/her immediate family only. 

FUNERALS - When someone passes away in your family, please contact the Pastor prior to making any arrangements 
with the Funeral Home. There are no eulogies given in Church. Family and friends may deliver eulogies at the mercy 
meal. 
 
There is no charge for the celebration of the Holy Mysteries, however, an offering of thanksgiving is customary. For 
members in good standing, we suggest a donation of $300 for Baptism, $600 for Wedding, $600 for Funeral, $75 for 
Memorial, and $10 for Remembrance. The use of the Davis Hall for members in good standing is $250 and $100 for 
cleaning (an extra $100 for Insurance may be required, check with the Pastor). 



 USE THE EXPERTS  - CALL US TODAY! 

 

 
MANAGEMENT & DEVELOPMENT 
 

    5727 N 7th Street 
         Suite 409 
  Phoenix, AZ 85014 
Phone: 602-275-1000 

HANSEN DESERT HILLS MORTUARY 
And MEMORIAL PARK 

6500 E. BELL ROAD  (480) 991-5800 
 

Licensed Catholic Funeral Directors and Arrangers                 
            

1903 W Thunderbird Rd 
Phoenix, AZ 85029 

(602) 439-1933 

Contact us at secretary@typicon.com or 602-787-4787 to place your ad with us!  


