i

wrch . Rev. Deacon Mario
3718 E. Greenway Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85032 - Dchamon@StJohnOfTheDe e
Phone: (602) 787-4787 Fax: (602) roEE =

Emergency: (602) 284-0040
“WWW .StJohnOfTheDesert.com 7 —
Parish Pastoral C ———

I RRE =
! yad Abyad Chalr ese .com

S |mone (

Possessmg and Controlling Others
In the ancient world chieftains prided themselves on the number of cattle, slaves and women they
possessed. This was even true in Israel where, we read in 1 Kings 11:1-3, that King Solomon had
700 wives and 300 concubines! Today sexual promiscuity is often an acting-out of the desire to pos-
sess. Whether officially rape or not, it turns an act of love into an act of self-gratification at another’s
expense. St Paul in Col 3, pairs it with “covetousness which is idolatry” (v. 5). If we have an abun-
dance of material goods, Paul repeatedly insists, it is to supply the lack of others. Covetousness
is to claim what belongs to others— or what God has given us to supply the wants of others — for
ourselves. And, as Paul concludes, to so seek to possess others’ goods — or others themselves —is
actually idolatry. We make a god of whatever we put at the center of our life.
St Paul’s second list of vices (Col 3:8-9) is a collection of devices designed to give us power over
others. Anger, cursing, blasphemy, (and we might add obscene gestures) are ways we seek to
intimidate others. Lying is often a more subtle way to do the same thing. The popular expression,
to “get over on” someone, is an apt way of saying that all such dynamics are simply attempts to
control situations and people.
To become a person more prepared to see the vision of God at Christ’'s coming in glory we must
begin by eliminating passions such as the above and cultivating the love for others which character-
izes Christ and His true disciples. Rev. Fred Saato Pamphlets - Modified

The God who is merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in steadfast love
and faithfulness, who gives us his divine life and peace and joy forever, is first of all the
Divine Lover who wounds His beloved, and then hides from her, hoping to be sought and
found. He is the Father who chastens and disciplines His children. He is the Vinekeeper
who cuts and prunes His vines so that they bear much fruit. He is the Jeweler who burns

His gold in His divine fire so that it would be purged of all impurities. And He is the Potter
who continually smashes and refashions and re-bakes His muddy clay so that it can be
the earthen vessel that He wants it to be, capable of bearing His own transcendent grace
and power and glory and peace...

.. So to the measure that we are honest and faithful, and try to keep God’s command-
ments, and repent for our failures and sins, we come to know, and to know ever more
clearly and deeply as time goes by, what we have learned here at St. Vladimir's. We come
to know by experience that the Word of God (ho logos tou theou) is always and necessar-
ily the word of the Cross (ho logos tou stavrou).

lease bring Peanut butter, Soups, Jelly, breakfast cereals (not the ones with lots of sugar, please), Canne
meats and vegetables, disposable diapers & detergent, etc. Put your donations in the Narthex.

Fr. Thomas Hopko

DO nOt fOrget the hungryz (Collection Basket at the door)

JANUARY 15, 2012
12™ SUNDAY AFTER THE HOLY CROSS - THE TEN LEPERS

LK 17:12-19 COL 3:4-11 TONE 6
St. John of the Desert Calendar
Sunday, January 22 9:00 am Children Education
10:20 am Doxolology
10:30 am Divine Liturgy followed by Social Hour

Paul Davis Family Health, (+) Gloria Herro, (+) Dunya Lynne Aziza, John Nabity

Today s Intentions:
For the Health and Salvation of Rev. George Gallaro
For the Health and Salvation of Marilyn LaBenz by Joseph Davis
For the Repose of the Soul of Gloria Herro
For the Repose of the Soul of Philip Duhaime by Dcn. Marion & Joyce Rimmer
For a Special Intention

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Eric Rimmer, Mary Kostisak, Andre and Osama Eid, Lynn Hume, Linda Herro, Kafa Dababneh, Camille Holt, Refga
Sayegh, Bo Bolinaga, Pauline Hamra, Sue Bieber, Ray Weirick, Bill Estes, Samira Horan, Baylee Beamer and Nadia
Demian.

There is a sign-up poster in the hall for different maintenance jobs that need to be done around the
church. Unfortunately, very few of you signed-up and offered to help. We will have “Work Days”
and you will be notified if you marked your name. Soon we will have a work day to remove the
Christmas Decoration around the church and hall. | urge you to be involved in your church with a
spirit of stewardship for the talents that God gave us. If you can help in any way, please sign your
name on the poster in the hall today. Thank you.

HOUSE BLESSING - Just prepare a candle, icons and assemble your family for about an hour.
The past is gone! Today is the beginning of a New Year. If you are like me, you probably
wonder what new opportunities will present themselves to you, what new challenges the
Lord is going to send your way, or what new graces He is going to accord you. | had many
plans in the past and | am convinced, at last, that these plans go up in smoke and His
plan prevails. | finally understood that the Lord will make a green pasture for me if | trust in
Him and follow His plan. He shows us the way if we just look at Him. As Bishop Nicholas
reminded us “God is with us” and He will guide our every step by His presence. | urge all
of you today, to make your New Year’s resolution to be more attentive to the direction of
the Lord for your life.

St. John of the Desert hosted the Eastern Clergy Meeting this last Wednesday, and |
would like to thank Amal Abyad and Kh. Simone for preparing lunch for them. They pre-
sented a delicious meatless meal that was appreciated by all the priests and deacons that
attended the meeting. May God bless your hands.

I would like to thank all those who came to work yesterday and sacrificed part of their
Saturday to remove the Christmas decorations. It was a nice day and your church appre-
ciates the time you took away from your family. God bless you for your hard work.

THE BISHOP’S APPEAL.: Gifts to the Appeal will continue to be received and credited to
your parish until 31 January 2012 for anyone who makes an end-of-year, tax-deductible dona-
tion. Your gift means so much to so many! Our Father and Shepherd Bishop Nicholas thanks
you for your generous support and asks God’s abundant blessings upon you and all your family
in the New Year.




